
BirdDroppings - More thanjust a mess!
Birds: Two points of view.

Not just aneyesore.

Hazardous to your health.

Inhalationandingestion.

Three commonspecies.

Mostpeople regardbirdsasa
necessaryandpleasantmemberof
the wildlife community. But there
are those thatconsider these very
same birds to be anenvironmental
hazard. These people have dealt
with the lessattractive side of
birds, theirdroppings.

Birddroppingsare hazardous to
yourproperty. Theyare highly
corrosive andcandamage,
dissolve ordeteriorate nearlyany
buildingmaterial. Wood,stone,
concrete,marble, steel, copper,
aluminum,andshinglesare all
susceptible. If allowedto
accumulate,birddroppingscan
damage roofs, cloggutters,
discolorpaint,weakenI-beams

andstructuralsteel, ruincloth
awnings,andshortelectrical
equipment.

The mostdisturbing problem is the
dangerousdisease causingmicro-
organismsandparasites thatare
often found inbirddroppings.
Entomologist researchhas
identifiedat least60 transmittable
diseases found inbirddroppings,
birdnestsandonbirds themselves.
Ironically, it isoften the behaviorof
the bird thatcontributes to the
problem.Pestbirdsdeposithuge
quantitiesof droppings inoneyear.
Whencombinedwith theirhabitof
returning to the same roostsyear
afteryear,youcanendupwith
conditions thatare ideal for
disease causingmicro-organisms.

Diseases found inbirddroppings
are mostoften transmitted to
humansby inhalationand
ingestion.Whenbirddroppingsdry
out, they turn into a powder like
substance that,whendisturbed,
create small cloudsof fine dust.
When inhaledor ingested, the dust
carries the contaminants in the
droppings into the body.

The followingtablesprovide a
comprehensive listof
transmittable diseasesassociated
with the three mostcommonpest
birdspecies,pigeons, starlingsand
sparrows.These birdsare
widespreadandare often the
source formostpestbirdproblems.

Bacterial Diseases Pigeons Starlings Sparrows
Erysipeloid X X X

Fowl Typhoid X

InfectiousCoryza X

Listerosis X X

Paratyphoid X X X

Pasteurellosis X X

Pullorum Disease X X

Salmonellosis X X X

Spirochetosis X X X

Streptococosis X

Tuberculosis X X

Ulcerative Enteritis X

Virbriosis X

Yersinosis X X

Mycotic Diseases Pigeons Starlings Sparrows
Aspergillosis X

Blastomycosis X X

Candidiasis X

Cryptococcosis X

Histoplasmosis X X

Sarcosporidiosis X

Protozoal Diseases Pigeons Starlings Sparrows
AmericanTrypansomiasis X

Coccidiosis X X X

Haemoproteus X

Leucocytozoonosis X

Toxoplasmosis X X X

Trichomoniasis X X
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Reckettsial & Chlamydial Diseases Pigeons Starlings Sparrows
Clamydiosis X X X

Piroplasmosis X

Q Fever X X

Viral Diseases Pigeons Starlings Sparrows
Encephalitis X X X

EasternEquine Encephalitis X X X

FortMorganEncephalitis X

St.LouisEncephalitis X X X

VenezuelanEncephalitis X

WestNile Encephalitis X

WesternEquine Encephalitis X X

Meningitis X

Newcastle Disease X X X

Pox X X X

Transmissible Gastroenteritis X X

Parasitic Cestodes Pigeons Starlings Sparrows
Davaubea proglottina X

Railetina tetragona X

Taeniasis X X X

Parasitic Nematodes Pigeons Starlings Sparrows
Capillariasis (3spp.) X X

Dispharyxiasis X X X

Eyeworm X

Gapeworm X

Tetramariasis (2spp.) X X X

Parasitic Trematodes Pigeons Starlings Sparrows
Schistosomiasis X X X

Brachylaemuscommutatus X

Brachylaemus fuscatus X

Collyriculumfaba X X

Cotyluruscornutus X

Cryptocoyle convacum X

Echinoparyphium paraulum X

Echinoparyphium recurvatum X

Echinostoma revoltum X

Haplorchispumilio X

Hypoderaeumconoideym X

Plagiorchismurus X

Postharmostomum gallinium X

Riberiolaondatrae X

Tamerlania bragai X X X

Dermatosis Pigeons Starlings Sparrows
Acariasis X X X
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